
AFFF Extinguishers Discontinued – Revised July 2025 
 
 

What’s changing? 
You may have heard of ‘forever chemicals’? They are chemicals that are difficult to break down in the 
environment and in the body.  Older C8 technology AFFF (Aqueous Film Forming Foam) extinguishers 
have something called PFOS/PFOA in their chemical makeup and that is classed as a ‘forever chemical’ 
and ‘these have been restricted for use in the UK from July 2025. 
Note: Most manufacturers moved away from this type of foam around 10 years ago so most AFFF 
extinguishers supplied in the last 10 years shouldn’t be affected by this, although there were a few 
manufacturers that made the change later. 
 
But it doesn’t end there, DEFRA/HSE have started consultation for a UK REACH restriction on the 
newer C6 technology (PFAS) extinguishers which would include all AFFF (Foam) extinguishers placed 
on the market in the last 10 years or so.  Whilst the committee making the decision isn’t due to announce 
anything until the end of 2025 at the earliest, that hasn’t stopped manufacturers for making the change 
now, rather than wait.  The manufacture of standard foam (AFFF) fire extinguishers has been 
discontinued and replaced with Fluorine Free Foam fire extinguishers (see below). 
If it occurs that these AFFF (C6) extinguishers are subject to future restrictions, it is likely there would 
be a reasonable transition period before they will need to be removed from site. 
 
 
So, what does that mean to me, the customer? 
If you have any AFFF (Aqueous Film Forming Foam) extinguishers at your site that were manufactured 
in *2014 or prior it must be assumed that they were originally manufactured using the now banned C8 
foam concentrate and will need to be removed from site.  Even though these extinguishers will have 
been refilled with the newer C6 foam concentrate at their 5 yearly extended service they are deemed 
to contain trace amounts of the original C8 foam concentrate which is not permitted. 

*The 2014 date varies by manufacturer as some changed to the newer C6 foam concentrate earlier 
and some later.  Where we have this information, we will use the manufacturer’s advised date. 
 
Any AFFF (Aqueous Film Forming Foam) extinguishers manufactured after the above date (or 
manufacturer advised date) can continue to be used until further notice as these should have the newer 
C6 foam concentrate.  A ban on these extinguishers is expected, but not yet confirmed to be 2030. 
 
Note: The disposal price for an AFFF extinguisher varies by size and is higher than the cost to dispose 
of a standard (water or powder) extinguisher. 
 
 
Fluorine Free Foam Extinguishers 
The new Fluorine Free Foam Extinguishers still work in the same way as a standard AFFF extinguisher 
but the Fluorine Free Foam extinguisher relies on a thicker blanket of foam rather than a thin ‘foamy’ 
film.  The bad news is the new Fluorine Free Foam extinguishers are more expensive for us to buy and 
that cost will need to be added to the resale price; we’re not adding anything else to that.  So, whatever 
you used to pay for a foam extinguisher is now increased by around £15.  Any new foam extinguisher 
supplied will be the new Fluorine Free Foam Extinguisher.  If the fire risk at your site dictates you need 
a foam extinguisher, one will need to be supplied; if an alternative (e.g. water spray) extinguisher can 
be provided instead then that would be supplied where possible. 
 
 


